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Acknowledgement of Country
Bellbrae PS 

Our school sits in beautiful
forest and coastal country, and
is the traditional home of the

Wadawurrung people. Today we
acknowledge the care they
have given to this land for

thousands of years, and the
care they continue to give. 

We always remember that our
community learns and grows on

Wadawurrung land and we
acknowledge and pay our

respects to Wadawurrung Elders
past, present and emerging.

 

IMPORTANTIMPORTANT
DATES & INFODATES & INFOWe are all feeling a strong sense of loss after the passing of Brendan Beattie, our school IT technician.

Brendan was a warm, gentle, compassionate, witty and humorous staff member who loved connecting
with everyone he met. He was incredibly dedicated to his role and regularly worked on additional

projects for the school because he enjoyed solving problems and helping others. He worked at
numerous schools in the Barwon area including Winchelsea, Anglesea and Moriac Primary Schools. He
had a sudden illness, and his death has shocked us, as we all just expected to see him waltz back in at

some stage next term and setting our day up with a random joke. We shared the news with students
yesterday to ensure the message was consistent. If your child requires additional support, please do not

hesitate in reaching out. The funeral arrangements have been made and will not impact our daily
operations – please contact the office if you would like the details. We whole-heartedly pass on our
condolences to Brendan’s family, and particularly his mother Bernice and son Nathan. Rest in peace

mate. 

On a more cheerful note, our Foundation to Year 4 students will be participating in our Swimming
Safety Program for the final two weeks of the term. We are pleased with the uptake and

acknowledgement of the importance of water safety within our community. It is not only about personal
safety, but the safety of those around us. 

Today, our Year 5 students returned from their three-day camp to Sovereign Hill. We would like to thank
Mr Reid, Mrs Virgona, Mr Bowen, Phil, Camryn, Jacob and other supporting staff for their leadership on

the camp. The skills, knowledge and understanding developed through our camps and excursions
programs are invaluable to the development of our students. 

Our 2025 Foundation and whole school transition dates have been scheduled for Thursday 7 November
9:15-11AM, Wednesday 27 November and Tuesday 10 Dec 9:15AM to 1:40PM. If parents are yet to enrol
Foundation students, we urge you to do so immediately. In addition, if any families are moving away

from Bellbrae PS next year, we would appreciate notice as it will support us to adequately prepare for
2025. 

Over the past few weeks, we have had staff visit Grovedale PS and Surf Coast Secondary College to
observe numeracy and literacy teaching in their environments. It has allowed us to reflect on our

practices in reducing cognitive load for students and supporting them to transition more effectively. We
will continue to leverage such opportunities for professional learning. 

On Monday 26 August 2024, an amendment to the Fair Work Legislation Amendment (Closing
Loopholes) Act 2023 came into effect. The new provisions will be adopted alongside the department’s
existing industrial and employment obligations, including occupational health and safety commitments.
The legislation makes explicit that all employees have the right to refuse contact from their employer or
a third party (such as a student or a parent) outside of their normal working hours, unless that refusal is
unreasonable. This means an employee can refuse to monitor, read or respond to contact that occurs

outside their normal working hours.
This aligns to our current practice of replying to urgent communications within 24 hours and general
communication in 2-3 days. We would like to thank our community for the respectful manner in which

you communicate with staff. It’s another reason why we all love being part of the community. 

Finally, we would like to reminder everyone that term 3 concludes on Friday 20 September at 2:30PM. If
you are unable to make the earlier pick-up, please book your child into Their Care’s afternoon program

in advance. 
We thank you for supporting us through a busy term and if your AFL team is battling it out in the final –

good luck!

ASSEMBLY DATES
13th September

Mon 9th Sept - Fri 20th Sept
Intensive Swimming Program

Grades Foundation - 4 

Mon 10th - 13th September
Grade 5/6 Preparation for

Puberty Lessons

Monday 16th September
Whole School Sausage Sizzle

Friday 20th September
Last Day Of Term - 2:30pm

Dismissal

Thursday 10th October
Grade 1 Werribee Zoo

Excursion

Future Curriculum Days
Monday 4 November 2024

THIS WEEK FROM THE PRINCIPAL

BELLBRAE BULLETINBELLBRAE BULLETIN
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P A G E  1

https://www.facebook.com/groups/135790323252561/
mailto:www.bellbrae.ps@education.vic.gov.au
https://web.seesaw.me/parents
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BIRTHDAYSBIRTHDAYS

7TH SEPTEMBER
REMY IRVINE

10TH SEPTEMBER
JACK HISSEY

JESSICA BRAKIN

12TH SEPTEMBER
LUCY BASTIAN

13TH SEPTEMBER
THOMAS EQUID

14TH SEPTEMBER
POPPY GORMAN
ARLO AQUILINA

MURPHY WINKLER

17TH SEPTEMBER
WIG BEAVER

18TH SEPTEMBER
ARLIE COLE

19TH SEPTEMBER
CHARLIE HERREEN
CLOVER BUCKLEY

VINNIE SERAIOCCO

20TH SEPTEMBER
LUCIANO PASSUELLO

ASTIN MARCEAU

 

grade 6 debating

First Blind Debate

A massive well done to the Bellbrae Debating Team who took part in a high quality debate against
Highton Primary School on Wednesday night. Freya, Vinnie & Ochre were our representatives. It was the
first of 2 'blind debates' where the topic is given to teams 30mins before the debate begins. Teams must

plan, define the topic and construct arguments, all without the aid of technology.

The debate was first class, with both teams providing strong arguments, rebuttals and lots of strong
language to make their cases. In a very tight finish, Highton took the win by 1 point.

I cannot commend the effort, preparation and execution of skills required by Freya, Vinnie & Ochre
enough. They absolutely nailed each of their parts and were unlucky to not take the win.

A huge thank you to Acqua, who was the Chairperson and Timekeeper for the debate.

Thank you also to the parents who came to support the team.



ASPIRE RESPECT RESILIENCE RESPONSIBILITY

JACK LOCK FE

INDIE CHRISTIAN FE

TANNER MILLER 1C

BEAU BITMEAD 1D

TAJ PETTIFER 1D

ADDIS HEANE 2B

SEBASTIAN FOX 2A

SUNNY O’BRIEN 3A

KYUSS HOLMER 3C

IZZY GREENE 4A

ISABEL TURNOCK 4A

AVA GIDDINS 4C

LEROY WARNER 4C

RIVER ISAAC 5A

JARRAH YOUNG 2B

JESS BRACKIN 3A

GRACIE BEEL 3C

JUSTICE JEFFERY 5B

OCHRE BUCKLEY 6B

MATILDA DENT 2A

HUDSON JONES 3B

KALANI DALE 6A

EVERLY BACKHOUSE 1B

HARLA PERRY 3B

SOPHIE ABBOTT 6B

BEAU SHRODER 6A

values awards

School Wide Positive Behaviour Weekly Update
Our whole school focus in Week 9 and 10 will be showing our school value of Responsibility - we

take care of the environment. All classes will engage in teaching and learning activities that
explore:

●we look after all living things and take responsibility for the impact of our choices
●we look for ways to improve and care for our natural environment
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E smart online safety newsletter







Lunch orders

*** Reminder to complete your order. You must get
to the payment section to complete. If

you do not receive a payment confirmation and
canteen order number via email, your order

will not have been processed. (See below) ***

Canteen
Wednesday, Thursday

 ONLINE ORDERS 
By 9.30AM DAILY

Sushi Tuesdays Online Only by 8pm Monday
Nights healthysuushi.square.site

Canteen - Specials

Please see canteen menu
on the Compass App

community news 

http://healthysuushi.square.site/
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