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Assembly – As we have an earlier finish next Friday, we will be having a
short Assembly on Thursday afternoon starting at 3pm. This will give us an

opportunity to acknowledge students who are receiving ‘Well Done’
awards, and also enable us to celebrate students who have birthdays.

Thank you – Once gain we had a fantastic group of parents who
contributed to the running of our Father’s Day Stall last week. Thank you
to all the volunteers, and also to those parents who regularly help with

BBQs, assist in the canteen, work in the garden, help in the classroom, do
First Aid Room laundry, attend assemblies, camps and excursions, and

help sort out lost property and second hand uniforms. We really
appreciate all your support and assistance.

Swimming Program – A big thanks to Mr Semianiw for his coordination
of our annual Swimming Program, which is currently happening for all F-
Grade 4 students. (Our Senior students participate in the beach-based
‘Aquatic Survivor Program at a different time of year.) There is a massive
amount of organisation required, including changes to the time tables

and yard duties, hiring of pools and instructors, working with bus
companies, communication with parents, structuring of groups, and a host

of daily logistics that seem to emerge without warning.

School Council – On Monday night the School Council held their 2nd
meeting for the term. Items of discussion included staff planning for next

year, the proposed 2024 Annual Implementation Plan, student
assessment measures, fundraising activities, and reports from the various

sub-committees. We also committed to increasing our solar power
infrastructure, implementing broader recycling and sustainability
initiatives, as well as ensuring there is an ongoing emphasis on

intercultural understanding and representation across the school.

Traffic Safety – Unfortunately we are still witnessing a number of
speeding drivers on School Road, as well as a number of parents who are

not following the parking restrictions. In the interest of safety for all
students, staff and parents, please do the right thing and obey the traffic

rules that are in place in school zones.

Last Day of Term – As next Friday marks the end of the term, students
will be dismissed at 2.30pm. Before and After School Care will be

available, and busses will operate as usual but will run an hour earlier in
the afternoon. With regards to bus travel, it has been brought to our

attention that we have a large number of students who have not been
‘tapping on or off’ with their Myki cards. Please ensure your child has a

card with sufficient funds if they travel on the bus.

Enjoy the upcoming weekend, and as this is the last newsletter of
the term, we hope you have a wonderful and safe holiday.

Adrian

THIS WEEK FROM THE PRINCIPAL

BELLBRAE BULLETINBELLBRAE BULLETIN
T E R M  3 ,  W E E K  9  &  1 0 0 7 / 0 9 / 2 0 2 3

P A G E  1
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C A M P  D A T E S  

Fri 8th September
Grade 5 Science Excursion - Surf

Coast Secondary College

4th - 15th Sept
Foundation - Grade 4 Swimming

Program

Mon 11th September
Whole School Sausage Sizzle

Friday 15th September
Last Day Of Term - 2:30pm

Dismissal

Monday 2nd October
First Day Of Term 4  

Friday 13th October
Pupil Free - Common Professional

Practice day 

Friday 27th October 
Warri Stadium, Bellbrae Primary

School Opening Ceremony
(2:30-3:30pm)

Monday 6th November
Pupil Free - Curriculum Day

Tuesday 7th November 
Melbourne Cup Public Holiday -

Pupil Free Day

Wednesday 20th December
End Of Term 4 - 1:30pm Dismissal

Mon 29th & Tues 30th January
2024

Pupil Free Days - Staff will be
onsite

Wednesday 31st January 2024
Term 1 begins for our students from

Grade 1 through to 6  with
Foundation joining us for their first

day on Thursday.
 

Thursday 1st February 2024
Term 1 begins for our Foundation

students of 2024
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Acknowledgement of Country
Bellbrae PS 

Our school sits in beautiful
forest and coastal country, and
is the traditional home of the

Wadawurrung people. Today we
acknowledge the care they
have given to this land for

thousands of years, and the
care they continue to give. 

We always remember that our
community learns and grows on

Wadawurrung land and we
acknowledge and pay our

respects to Wadawurrung Elders
past, present and emerging.

Hello everyone. This year in Year 2,
we will be sharing with you

Wadawurrung words as we learn
them. We will share these words at

assembly and with you in our
newsletter. We hope to hear them
being used in classrooms, in our

playground around the school and
even in our homes.

(No new words this newsletter)
Please feel free to practice these
again at home. The first word is
Djilang this is the Wadawurrung

word for Geelong. The second word
is Jan jook, this is the Wadawurrung

word for Jan Juc. This term at
Bellbrae we will be learning new

Wadawurrung words relating to our
beautiful surroundings. 

Last week we learnt the
Wadawurrung words turt-barram and
wurr-wurr. Turt-barram is the
Wadawurrung word for star and wurr-
wurr is the Wadawurrung word for
cloud. This term we will be learning
new Wadawurrung words relating to
our beautiful surroundings. 
Please practise these new words at
home.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/135790323252561/
mailto:www.bellbrae.ps@education.vic.gov.au
https://web.seesaw.me/parents
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BIRTHDAYSBIRTHDAYS

8th September
micha anderson

10th september
jess brackin

13th september
thomas equid

1st september
summer hollands

14th September
poppy gorman
arlo aquilina

murphy winkler
quin blizzard

18th september
arlie cole

19th September
clover buckley

vinnie  seraiocco

22nd september
everly backhouse
majka brodecky

23rd september
maggie williams

otis cassar

24th september
euan sytema

25th september
juniper steele
anoush hazle

26th september
ashton eman Delandre

tahlia young

28th september
eden ingram

1st october
daisy behmann

mile trewin

3rd october
heidi hayton
maeve hicks
jamer baker

4th october
james mummery

reuben macdonald
bea bea macdonald

 

grade 3 - camp wyuna

There was lots of excitement last week as the Grade Three’s set of for Camp Wyuna in Queenscliff. The weather was
perfect, and the students did such a fantastic job at representing Bellbrae Primary School. 

On our arrival, all students were welcomed by Camp Wyuna staff and got settled into their cabins. After that, students
enjoyed their lunch and had some time to explore the camp before dividing into their activity groups. Students spent a

lot of time throughout the day in these groups and worked on their team building skills. We got to experience lots of new
and exciting activities which included, canoeing on Swan Bay, making our own pizza and cooking them in an outdoor

oven, archery, team building activities, beach activities, roasting marshmallows around the camp fire, visiting the Marine
Discovery Centre, playing table tennis and pool, getting snuggly in our PJ’s and watching a movie together, and the

highlight for most students was playing and learning all about the game of Gaga. 

Another highlight was our visit to the historic Fort Queenscliff. After a short walk along the beach from Camp Wyuna, we
were taken on a tour of the Fort and got to learn how it was used by the soldiers, and how they kept Port Phillip Bay safe

in times of war. 

We were all very well fed and looked after at Camp Wyuna. The incredible staff made sure our stay was comfortable
and really took care of us. We can’t thank them enough for providing such fun activities for all the students. 

The Grade Three Team would like to say a huge thank you to Nic Synot, Andrea Thompson, Isela Bridges and Leigh
Bridges for volunteering their time and joining us on camp. 

The highlight for the teachers was getting to see all the students challenge themselves, overcome fears, develop new
friendships and have so much fun! 

The Grade Three Team. 



Tree planting with 6a

On Friday the 25th of August 25 students from 6A and Bellbrae’s Environmental CORE Leaders joined Torquay Landcare
and Surf Coast Shire representatives for a day of positive environmental action. Our goal was to plant a variety of

indigenous plants to contribute to a Surf Coast Shire revegetation site with aims to increase biodiversity, create habitat
and engage our kids in conservation activities in their local environment. It was a beautiful day and the clouds parted as

we surveyed the site beside Modeware Lake. After some context, instructions and acknowledgement of country
everyone was eager to get into the work and the enthusiasm of everyone involved was a true joy to be a part of. The

chatter (and songs) of the Bellbrae kids as they busily planted over 400 plants was wonderful to hear.  
Some memorable quotes which drifted through a late winters sunny morning breeze. “this is the best”, “I’ve planted 15,

how many have you planted”, “Mr Hurrell can we do more days like this?”, “Everyone should be doing this”. 
After we finished, everyone walked back a bit worn out, smiles on their faces and a renewed connection to the great

earth which sustains us all. Next up was the smell of a barbecue lunch generously provided by the Rotary Club of
Torquay. I looked around at everyone sitting in sun with a vegie burger or sausage in hand, contented smiles on faces for

all that had been achieved. 
Thanks for a day like this reminds me of the wisdom in the old adage “it takes a community”. And so, a big thankyou to

everyone who gave their time, resources and enthusiasm to give Bellbrae Students such a great experience; The
amazing Lesley and the team from Torquay Landcare, Gabrielle (SCS) for organising the plants and guards and Aiden

for prepareing the holes. The Torquay Rotary team (Rhonda, Bruce, Greg, Gail and Robyn) who always come with a smile
and enjoy a chat. Bunnings for supplying all the gloves. Jill for your guidance and support to all involved. 

Damien Schmidt and the legendary bus driver who eagerly encouraged our loud sing alongs on the journey home.  
 

The day was part of a successful grant application by Torquay Landcare provided through the Victorian Government
Authority via the 2022 Victorian Landcare Grants through the Corangamite Catchment Management Authority. 

Lachlan Hurrell



snow sports
2023 Interschool Snow Sports Recap

Written by Ned Murray

Last week the Victorian Snow Interschool Sports were held at Mt Buller. 23 Bellbrae students competed and represented our school. Bellbrae
competed against over 220 schools from around Victoria. 

On the Monday night there was an opening ceremony with fireworks and each school was introduced. We were by far the loudest and most
enthusiastic school! The conditions weren’t too great for the first couple of days but all skiing and boarding events were held and our students

dominated.
We would like to thank Mr Semianiw and Myo Fallshaw for making this happen and to all the parents of these students for taking them up the

mountain. Everyone did a really great job and some people were lucky enough to make it to Nationals, scheduled for next week from now, but this is
sadly not happening now because of a lack of snow. 

Bellbrae finished 7th overall in the co-ed Primary School Division. 
There are some special mentions of students that brought home medals and cups finishing on the podiums. Well done to Jala Fallshaw for coming 3rd
in Alpine GS, Loxy Pec for also coming 3rd in Alpine GS, Lenny Perry, Max Murray for coming first as a team in Snowboard GS and Boarder Cross with

their teammate Harlem Pec. 
A huge congrats to Harlem who won all of his five races across skiing and boarding. As well as being awarded the Mt Buller cup for most outstanding

achievement in snow sports! We are super proud of you Harlem. 
Well done everyone, it’s a shame we can’t dominate the Nationals this year - but let’s keep up the momentum for 2024!



Bellarine Athletics Championships

On Tuesday we had 16 students compete in the Bellarine Athletics Championships at Landy Field. It was great to see our
students compete at such a high level and in such a wide range of events. The weather was challenging with several

showers of rain. We are yet to receive the official results, however a very high number of our team finished in the top 2 of
their event and will compete in the State Championships.

We look forward to celebrating our team at the next assembly.

Jump rope for heart

A B O V E  A R E  O U R  T O P  T W O
F U N D R A I S E R S  F O R  T H E

P R O G R A M .  L I L K A
S C H O K M A N  W H O  H A S
R A I S E D  $ 4 2 3 . 3 2  A N D
N E V E  B I R D  W H O  H A S
R A I S E D  $ 3 6 4 . 0 2 .  W E

T H A N K  T H E S E  G I R L S  A N D
E V E R Y O N E  E L S E  W H O  H A S

D O N A T E D  F O R  T H E I R
A M A Z I N G  E F F O R T  D U R I N G

T H I S  T E R M !



grade 4 swimming - short stories

O“All Year 4’s, please line up out the front of your classrooms ready for swimming”, Mr O’Donnell calls over the
loudspeaker. We all hop on the bus, pumped for our first day of swimming. We arrive at the Geelong Aquatic centre and

sort out our groups before hopping into the pool, ready for day 1 to begin.
We all do lots of streamline practise and do every stroke in my group, others are using kickboards and some are diving
for toys. Day 2 comes around and the announcement comes over the loudspeaker again. We all hop on the bus ready for
the next instalment. All the groups have changed but everyone is still pumped. We finish the day and we all head home,

going crazy on the bus ready for the next mysterious day….
Oscar 4A

SLISH! SLOSH! My arms soared through the crystal-clear water as I saw the triangle flags up above me. I knew that I only
had 7 strokes before I hit the baby blue wall. Then my instructor taught me and the others in my group how to dive.

Thankfully it was only off my knees! I put all my effort into that dive…I ended up belly flopping!
We had to swim freestyle back. I thought two thoughts. One was I finally got to hop out of the pool off a solid hour of

swimming, and the other, why can’t I do this more!
I hop onto the small mini-bus and say goodbye to the Geelong Aquatic Centre. When I hopped off the bus, the lunch bell

was going to go off in like, two minutes!
Henry 4A

“Can all grade fours go and get their swimming bags”.
That was called over the loud speaker at 11:30 (during snack play). We were about to do our first day of school

swimming. I was a little nervous, but I knew that two weeks of swimming was NOT going to kill me!
I got off the bus and started to walk towards the building. As I walked into the building, I smelt the odour of the chlorine

and I heard the loud chatting of all the Year 4’s finding their groups.
I jumped into the swimming pool and that’s when I realised that swimming at school was FUN! I started swimming….

Frankie 4A

I was walking to the bus, carrying a heavy plastic bag full of swimming stuff. I hopped onto my seat. The bus started to
move and I felt sick but I wasn’t going to let that stop me from swimming. We made our way inside the centre, and lined
up ready to go start swimming. I was in Group 2. Most people swam upstairs but I swam downstairs. I hopped into the

pool. I could feel the spongey floor touching my feet. The water was so warm! The pools were even better than I
remembered. The games were so fun. My favourite was diving into the pool. Then we did all the swimming. My favourite

stroke is always freestyle.
When we left the pool it was freezing, but I didn’t care. I was just excited for tomorrow.

Fletcher 4A



Warri Stadium, Bellbrae Primary School Opening
Ceremony

When ~ Friday 27 October
Where ~ Bellbrae Primary School - Warri Stadium

Time ~ 2:30-3:30PM

Families and Friends of Bellbrae are all welcome

Welcome to Country,
Smoking Ceremony by Wadawurrung,

and Indigenous Song and Student Presentations

Warri Stadium



Linkin Jones FA ASPIRE For always including others and looking after your friends.

Carter Ramsey FA RESPONSIBILITY For being thoughtful and helpful towards your friends.

Ash Murphy FB ASPIRE For aways being a helpful classmate and a fantastic 'rubbish ranger' last week. Amazing as always Ash!

Everly Backhouse FB RESPECT
For always being thoughtful and considerate towards others in and outside the classroom. You're a star, well done

Everly!

Yumi Mullen - Walsh FC RESILIENCE For building her resilience when something doesn't go to plan. I'm so proud of you, Yumi!

Ted Betts FC RESPONSIBILITY For showing great listening and participation in the Swimming Program. Well done Ted!

Rory Sloman FD ASPIRE For always leading by example and demonstrating role model behaviour. Great job Rory!

Clover Buckley FD ASPIRE For always aspiring to do your best in every task. Well done Clover!

Sailor Joy Knapton 1A RESPONSIBILITY For being a responsible classroom helper each day, and for being a role model during partner reading.

Milo Baker 1A ASPIRE For aspiring to do your personal best in Writing and for contributing your ideas during class discussions.

Isabelle Burbidge 1B RESPONSIBILITY For making a great effort to organise and take care of her belongings in the classroom. 

Ivy Turnock 1B ASPIRE For being so enthusiastic with her reading. You are making such a great effort, Ivy. Well done!

Winter Barry 1C RESPECT For showing kindness to others in their times of need.

Maelyse  Goy 1C RESILIENCE For being a consistently motivated and eager learner in 1C.

Gigi Bullen 2A ASPIRE
For aspiring to produce her best work in writing by using persuasive techniques to improve her arguments. Well

done, Gigi!

Micha Anderson 2A RESPECT
For always showing great respect to peers and teachers and being a kind and positive presence in 2A. Well done,

Micah!

Lottie Hebbard 2B RESPONSIBILITY  For always striving to set good examples for others and always bringing a positive attitude to each day!

Poppy Long 2B ASPIRE For displaying a fantastic level of enthusiasm and effort in all learning environments at school.

Brooklyn Samuel 2C ASPIRE For his fantastic effort and enthusiasm towards persuasive writing this week. Well done, Brooklyn!

Harla Perry 2C ASPIRE Well done for always displaying such a positive attitude towards your learning Harla!

Values awards
Wide Positive Behaviour Weekly

Update

Our whole school focus next week
will be showing our school value of

Resilience – We accept others
choices. All classes will engage in

teaching and learning activities
that explore: 

● We appreciate our differences.
● We are free to make our own
choices and others are free to

make their own choices as well.
● We respect others, even if we

disagree with them.

Wide Positive Behaviour Weekly
Update

Week 10 will be an opportunity for
classes to review and reflect on
our previous learning that has

been linked to our school values,
including the opportunity to

celebrate our learning successes. 



Violet Gitting 3A ASPIRE
Violet I am so proud of you for aspiring to do your very best on Grade 3 Camp! You gave everything a

go and did it all with a smile on your face. Well done.

Harrison Burbidge 3A ASPIRE Harrison, well done for your commitment and positive attitude whilst you were on Grade 3 Camp

Daisy Behmann 3B RESILIENCE
For the amazing resilience you have demonstrated when faced with challenges. You should be so

proud of yourself, Daisy! :) 

River Isaac 4A ASPIRE He is giving everything a go and is learning from the feedback.

Koda Bird 4A RESPECT
She is always focused on her learning, follows instructions, helps others if in need and keeps her

workbooks neat and tidy.

Harriet Beck 4C ASPIRE
Beginning to show some fantastic leadership qualities in class and around the school. Great job

Harriet!

Coen Bones 4C RESPONSIBILITY Consistently and independently being on task, no matter what activity we are doing. Great job Coen!

Hugo Henderson 5A ASPIRE For aspiring to achieve his absolute best in our recent maths unit. Keep up the great work, Hugo!

Imogen Wyllie 5A RESPONSIBILITY For her organisation and positive leadership as our class captain this week. Great work, Immy!

Elsie Eccles 5B RESILIENCE
For always listening to, and encouraging the different ideas and opinions of others when working in a

group or a team. 

Phoebe Crawford 5B RESPONSIBILITY For demonstrating school pride in the classroom and the Grade 5 learning space. 

Dorian Wakefield 5C RESILIENCE For having a growth mindset when faced with challenging tasks.

Kalani Dale 5C ASPIRE For always being organised with belongings and time management.

Ben Beck 6A ASPIRE For the engagement input you put into our classroom discussions.

Rex Kadera 6A RESPONSIBILITY
For the focus and effort you are putting into your work. You take ownership of what needs to be done

and push yourself to do your best

Values awards
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Lunch orders

*** Reminder to complete your order. You must
get to the payment section to complete. If

you do not receive a payment confirmation and
canteen order number via email, your order

will not have been processed. (See below) ***

Canteen
Wednesday, Thursday

 ONLINE ORDERS 
By 9.30AM DAILY

COMMUNITY NEWS

Sushi Tuesdays Online Only by 8pm Monday
Nights healthysuushi.square.site

Canteen - Specials

Please see canteen menu
on the Compass App

*Please note - Sushi  will not be available to order in the first week of term 4*

http://healthysuushi.square.site/


community news 

 

OCEAN Lending helps clients to transfer to the next stage
of their lives and accomplish their goals through finance.

Our services include home loans, business and commercial
finance, franchise finance, car finance and personal loans.

Please contact Scott 0407 349 246 or
scott@oceanlending.com.au for further information. 

mailto:scott@oceanlending.com.au
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